
Threats to Minnesota’s Waters 
• Minnesota is ranked #1 in the nation in wetland loss and #2 in 

deforestation  
• Between 2008 and 2013, more than 260,000 acres of forest, wetland 

and grassland were converted to other uses , putting healthy waters at 
risk 

• According to the nitrogen source assessment, during an average 
precipitation year, cropland sources contribute an estimated 73% of the 
statewide nitrogen load to surface waters and 78% of the nitrogen load 
to the Mississippi River  

 (Nitrogen in Minnesota Surface Waters,  June 2013, Minnesota 
 Pollution Control Agency) 

• For every 10% decrease in forest cover in the source area, the cost of 
water treatment for communities increases by 20%, according to a 2008 
study by the Trust for Public Land Minnesota Headwaters Fund 

$10 million private-funded investment to support The 
Nature Conservancy’s work to accomplish high-impact 
conservation of Mississippi River watersheds in 
Minnesota 
 

Goals of the Fund 
• Implement targeted conservation in watersheds 
• Raise awareness of water quality issues affecting 

Minnesota’s natural environments and communities 
• Leverage public resources for conservation 
• Provide opportunities  for the private sector to be a 

part of the solution  

The Nature Conservancy has been 
protecting forests and water quality in 
the Headwaters Area for more than a 

decade; in that time, we’ve helped 
conserve more than 150,000 acres. 

Projects within the Headwaters Fund 
• Working forest easements on lands that protect watershed health 

(source water, river health and habitat) that are also at high risk of 
conversion 

• Riparian forest and wetland protection in important source water areas 
• Floodplain restoration and reconnection in source water river 
• Prioritizing projects in the Rum, Sauk, Crow Wing and Pine rivers 
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